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of Preaidest Itxmty* 

(b) transfer custody of *31 parojwrfcy, «° 
ra^aired, to the Adsialstoster of tbs Q*b*t*X 
ferries* Adstaistration far deposit with tfas 
Matiaoai Arehiwa of the Ghited Stats* for con- 
tinued pm serration by the United States. 

J. Tbs Doited States District Court for the District 
of ColuablA shall hate Juris diction over any proceedings for 
the csDdaaRAtien of any pr o p er ty authorised by this Act. 

h* There is authorised to bo appr o priated for carrying 
out the purpose of this Act such suns as the Congress nay fron. 


tine to tins determine 
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Items of Evidence 
Pertaining to the 

Assassination of President Kennedy 
which should "be retained 
permanently "by the 
U. S. Government 
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Physical exhibits of Lee Harvey Oswald, which the Commission wishes to retain: 

i 6.5 am Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, with telescopic sight. Serial No. C27 66 (CE 139) 

lx 6. 5 naa Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge from building (CE l4l) 

? .38 Special Smith and Wesson revolver. Serial No. V510210, Assembly No. ' 

5 65246 (CE 14-3) 

if Brown leather holster (CE 144) : . ; 

£ Two .38 Special cartridges- obtained from Secret Service (CE 14-5) 

Suspect's shirt (CE 150) 

( 

yj Gray Jacket (CE 162) 

- Blue Jacket from depository identified by Mrs. Marina Oswald aa being 
& property of Lee Harvey Oswald (CE 163) 

q Replica of sack (CE 364-) 

/0 Bracelet inscribed "Lee" (CE 383) 

it Bullet from stretcher (CE 399) 

* 

Pour .38 Special cartridges (CE 518) 

1 $ Barrel cast of Oswald's rifle (CE 540) 

, 6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano Italian military rifle. Serial No. UC 5209, 
with telescopic sight (CE 5^2) 

x- 6. 5 nm- Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge case from Texas School Book. Depository 
Building (CE 54-3) 

, 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge case from Texas School Book: Depository 
Building (CE 544) 

-7 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge case from Texas School Book; Depositary 
1 Building (CE 545) 

ft Bullet fragment from President's car (CE 567) 
iq Bullet fragment from President's car (CE 569) 

VO Shim from under front end of telescopic mount (CE 576) 


t 
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yl Shim from over telescopic sight at rear (CE 577) 
v^Shim from under telescopic sight at front clamp (CE 578 ) 
yl .33 S & W Western cartridge (CE 587 ) 

Components of a .38 S & W Western cartridge (CE 588 ) 

s • 38 S & W Remington-Peters cartridge said components of similar cartridge 

V (CE 589) 

-y i> .38 Special Western cartridge and components of similar cartridge (CE 5 90) 

.'i -38 Special Remington-Peters cartridge and components of similar cartridge 

V (CE 591) 

v S Five cartridges from Oswald's pocket (CE 592 ) 

>4 Four .38 Special cartridge cases from Tippit murder scenG (CE 59^) 

IffTeStb cartridge cases from Oswald's revolver (CE 595 ) 

3 / Bullet from Officer Tippit ' s "body along with "button from his uniform (CE 602) 
:jV Bullet from Officer Tippit ' s Body (CE 603) 

'}') Bullet from Officer Tippit 'a body (CE 6o4) 

Bullet from Officer Tippit 'a body (CE 605 ) 


3 / Test bullets from Oswald's revolver (CE 606 ) 

"H Cardboard box from Texas School Book Depository Building (CE 648) 

Cardboard box from Texas School Book Depository Building (CE 653 ) 

* 

")/ Cardboard box from Texas School Book Depositary Building (CE 65 k) 

■ Three small lead particles found on rug underneath left Jump seat of 
President's car (CE 840) 

cfO Lead residue found on inside surface of glass of w inds hield (CE 84l) 
tf 1 Small fragment of metal from wrist of Governor Connally (CE 842) 


Two metal fragments removed from the President's head at time of autopsy 

W (CE 84-3) 
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Brown 'billfold with Marine group photograph (FBI No. 114) 

ff Wallet Belonging to Lee Harvey Oswald containing: 5 FBI No. Bl) 

1. Social Security card #4-33-54-3937 

2. Selective Service Notice of Classification SSN 41-114-39-532 

3. Department of Defense Service ID card #&, 271, 617 USMC #1653230 

4. USMC Certificate of Service 

5- Fair Play for Cuba Committee Ident. card, National Card 
6. Selective Service Registration Certificate 
7* Hotel card 

8. FPCC Membership card, New Orleans Chapter 
9- ID card, US Forces in Japan 

10. Dallas Public Library card 

11. Three photographs 

12. Slip of paper with three addresses. The Worke, The Worker and 
Russian Embassy 

^ Bus transfer, bracelet inscribed "Lee," key, ring, narrow black belt 
with buckle and property receipt (FBI No. D35) 

^ Mail order coupon in name of A. J. Hide 11 used to order .38 caliber 
gun from Los Angeles (CE 135 ) 

"Tag Repair" #18374 for "Oswald" obtained from Irving Sports Shop, 

^ Irving, Texas (FBI No. Dl48) 

7 ^ Blanket (CE 140) 

Test bullets from Oswald’s rifle (CE 572) 
y Bullet from General Walker's home (CE 573 ) 




... ^ • 


CE No. 
393 
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£395 



President Kennedy's possessions 


President's coat 
President's shirt 
President's tie 
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" UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 


FROM 

i.T' 

. i 


Conanissioner 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 


subject: Harina Oswald Request for Document 


ATTENTION: Mr. Stuart Poliak 


date: 


March 


1 , 



1965 


Reference is made to the request by Marina Oswald that she be 
furnished a copy of her visa for publication as part of a book she is 
writing. This document was published as Exhibit 1776 and again as 
Exhibit 2656 in the Reported Hearings of the Warren Commission. 

While this Service does make available to any individual copies of 
documents which he has submitted to this Service, such as the application 
for a visa, it would not do so in the case of an internal document or 
report. The visa, issued by the Department of State and furnished to this 
Service in connection with an entry is in the latter category. 

Mrs. Oswald may be advised that the document will not be furnished 

her. 
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629 Belt Line Read 
Ri c hards on , Texas 7 5Q> 


January 24 > 1965 



Mr-. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, Attorney General 
Department- of Justice 

Constitution Avenue and 10th Street N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 30530 

Dear Sir* 


Recently, I requested the return of certain personal preprerty 
from the lecal office of the Federal Btureau of Investigation. 
This office informed me that this property had been turned 
ever to the ^President* s Commission On The Assassination, and' 
that when the Commission terminated its work all the exhibits 
were deposited in the National Archives and that the Commission 
had requested 1 an opinion from the Attorney General regarding- 
the disposition of these exhibits. Also, it was suggested that 
I write to the Attorney General, asking for the return of this 
property. 

The specific exhibits which I need now and the immediate return 
of which I new request are as follows.; 

Commission 
Exhibit Number- 
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Description 

ft X , 129 Marina Oswald’s birth certificate. 

1111 Soviet marriage certificate of Marina and Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

1112 Soviet, birth certificate of June Lee Oswald, 
born February 15, 1962. 

Immigration visa and alien registration 
issued on May 24, 1962 for Marina Oswald. 
Immigration visa and alien registration for 
Marina Oswald dated June 13, 1962. 

Regarding all the personal property of mine and that of my late 
husband, Lee Harvey Oswald, a request for its return to me wae 
made to the Commission on June 11, I 964 by William A. McKenzie, 
my attorney at that time. This request is quoted on page 419 
of Volume V of The Hearings Before The President’s Commission. 

I repeated this request in a letter- to Mr. J. Lee Rankin, Chief 
Counsel for the Commissien on September- 20, 1964* As yet I 
have not received an answer to these requests. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs-. Marina Oswald ■ - ■ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


• TO Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 

J 

| FROM : Commissioner 

] Immigration and Naturalization Service 



date: March 1, 1965 


subject: 


Warren Commission Reports and Working Papers 
ATTENTION: Mr. Stuart Poliak 

In connection with the Oswald investigation three documents were 
removed from her official records of this Service pertaining to Marina 
Oswald and furnished to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. These docu- 
ments were: 


Application for Immigrant Visa and Alien Registration 
Application for a new alien registration receipt card 
Fingerprint Chart 

The Bureau was asked to return the documents to this Service for 
retention in Mrs. Oswald's file. I have been advised that the question of 
the disposition of these and other documents in the files of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Laboratory has been referred to your office. 

It is recommended that these original documents be returned to this 
Service. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DEPARTMENT OF 


JUSTICE^ 



to : Howard P. W ill ens, First Assistant 
Criminal Division 


date February 25, 1 965 


froj( 7K: Stuart R. Poliak 
M Staff Assistant 


SRPrlrr 


129- 11 




subject: 

I am returning the attached certified copies of the three 
Commission Exhibits (CE 129, CE 1111, CE 1112) which we requested 
from the F.B.I. to forward to Marina Oswald. These can be sent 
to her with the explanation that consideration is being given to 
the appropriate disposition of the originals of these three docu- 
ments. 


Before a letter to Marina can be prepared, however, it will be 
necessary to await a letter from the IKS regarding the other docu- 
ment^) (CE 1776, CE 2656) which she requested. It appears that 
both of these exhibits are in fact the same documents, given two 
exhibit numbers by the Commission. Die document is a form which 
Marina gave INS officials when she entered the country at New York 
in 1962; the document* belongs in the INS files and under normal 
circumstances would never be returned to Marina. I have been 
discussing this matter with a Mr. Wack of INS who has promised a 
letter setting forth this information. (Mr. Wack says that the 
original is in fact in the possession of the FBI and he would like 
the Department to approve the return of this document to the INS; 
however, the Bureau has previously advised that they do not have 
the original of this document.) Hence, after we receive the letter 
from INS we should inform Marina Oswald at the same time that we 
send her the above three certified copies, that she is not entitled 
to the return of the Immigration document which she seeks. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERin MENT 

‘Memorandum 


• > 

DE* .iRTMENT OF JUSTICE 


to : Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 


date: March 8, 1965 


JJC :b. 


from : Joseph J. Celia 






subject: President's Commission on the 

Assassination of President Kennedy; 
disposition of exhibits. 


Following is a draft bill with only slight changes suggested J 

from "Alternative 1" by Mr* Poliak under date of February 11, 1965. 

. An Act 

______ 

To provide for the preservation of exhibits to the Final 
Report by the President's Commission on the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 




1* It is declared that it is in the national interest to 
preserve for public use the exhibits to the Final Report submitted 
to the President by the President's Commission on the Assassination 
of President Kennedy as objects of national significance for the 
benefit of the people of the United States. 


2 . 


The Attorney General, for the purpose of effectuating 
the f bl -w riy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the 
following powers and perform the following duties and functions:^ 

&- 

(a) Acquire in the name of the United Statesjay 
gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, all -^documentary 
evidence or physical objects, or any interest therein, which 
constitute the exhibits to the Final Report submitted to the 
President by the President's Commission on the Assassination 
of President Kennedy. 




(b) Transfer custody of all property, so required / 
to the Administrater of the General Services Administration 
for deposit with the National Archives of the United States 
for continued preservation by the United States. 




rs 
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* 
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3. The United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia shall have jurisdiction over any proceedings for 
the condemnation of any property authorized by this Act. 

iu There is authorized to be appr opiated for carrying 
out the purpose of this Act such sums as the Congress may from 
time to time determine. 

Comments 


Mr. Poliak's Section 1 and Section 2(a) describes the objects 
as "documents and physical objects that were considered as exhibits 
to the Report," etc. I am not certain what this means. Either 
these documents and physical objects are exhibits or they awi't. 

It would seem to make no difference whether they were "considered" 
as exhibits or not. 

Section 2(b) of Mr. Poliak's draft would transfer the 
property to the Archivist of the United States. It would 
probably be more accurate to transfer the property to the 
Administrator of General Services. Cf. sections 391 and 397, 

Title hh, U.S.C. 

Section 3 of Mr. Poliak's draft directs that condemnation 
proceedings, instituted by the Attorney General, shall be conducted 
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. Wouldn't it 
be more appropriate to confer jurisdiction on that Court? 

Section 3 of Mr. Poliak's draft also would make applicable 
Rule 71A of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. That Rule 
would automatically apply. Perhaps it was included so as to 
permit the exception with reference to the commission of three 
persons, appointed by the President. With respect to the suggested 
finality of the Commission's decision on compensation^ I think it 
is established beyond question that the amount of compensation in a 
condemnation proceeding is a judicial question. Further, I don't think 
this situation calls for any special reference to a Commission. If 
the Court should feel that one is necessary, .Rule 71A itself makes 
provision for the same. Cf. United States v. Merz, 376 U.S. 192 (1961*) 



As I understand it, commissions are used only in large governmental 
projects so as to relieve the burden on the time of the Courts. 
Determination of the issues in any proceeding authorized by this 
Bill would be far from complex or time-consuming. In addition, 
we might desire to appeal, too. 

Section 1 of Mr. Poliak's "alternative 2" goes into more 
detail concerning the public use. It seems to me that the phrase 
"the examination of which may be necessary adequately to appraise 
the conclusions", etc. TtaBBsaMsdMMnt- is a little less than 
positive and I doubt if it adds much to the Bill. 

Section 2 of "alternative 2" would give the President's 
Commission power to determine which objects should be acquired. 

I assume we'd want to keep all exhibits. If not, we would have 
the power under "alternative 1" but wouldn't have to exercise it 
as regards every item. So, there may be some doubt whether 
Section 2 of "alternative 2" would serve any useful purpose. 

Further, publishing a list of the property in the Federal Register 
seems unnecessary. The Rules make provision for service by personal 
service or by publication. 

Mr. Poliak raises some questions under "additional considera- 
tions." (p. 3) 

1. I do not know whether there are materials other than 
exhibits which we wish to condemn. Mr. Rankin's letter would seem 
to indicate not. 

2. I don't see the necessity for regulations regarding 
the manner of preserving the property. I have added, "for 
continued preservation by the United States." If they are 
turned over to the Administrator the normal procedures of the 
Archives would follow without more. 

I 

3. If a Commission provision as to be included I don't 
see what necessity there is for departing from the present 
procedure under Rule 71A(h) whereby the Court appoints the 
Commission. 



Judicial review would follow whether or not we make provision 
for the same. 


U. If the Commission proposal is used and the President 
appoints the Commission, I suppose some provision should be made 
for remuneration of the members. 

5. It seems to me all that is necessary is to give 
Congress the authority to appropriate funds to pay for the 
items, if necessary. In that case, all this Department would 
have to do is include an item covering such expenditures in 
its request for appropriations. 
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NERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 



National Archives and Records Service 

Washington 25, D.C. 

JWsnier j k, 1965 


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


Mr. Wmw ft, Garrett 
Attorn e y at lar 

fit j if mA IMt g n* * 

24th. nocar Adolphus ftwr 
imu 2, teas 


Saar Mr. Garrett: 




fee a 




1965 

^VISION 


This will aetatowlad^ga your latter of Ffcbruaary 2 , 1965. 


As that itans about which you write m In the possession of 
that Deportment of Justice, X haws referred your letter to that 
agency tor reply. 


Sincerely jours, 


Wayne C. Graver 

Archivist of the United States 


cc: 

H o n o r able Nicholas de B. Katzenbach J 
Attorney General 


r 

DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE 

1 40) «B 3 iaso 

' RBBQROS BRANCH 



0 £ M 



LAW OFFICES 

KILGORE & KILGORE 

24W FLOOR ADOLPHUS TOWER 


DALLAS 2, TEXAS 

February 2, 1965 


ARCA COOK 2*4 
Rtvcwai»« 1-0704 


•Mil *•••#»•( KILOORE - 


Mr. Wayne C. Grover 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Service 
8th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


N' 

UJlAj — - 

FEB " 6 1965 


Re: Certain Weapons Included among 

Warren Commission Exhibits 


Dear Sir: 

I am writing on behalf of our client Mr. John J. King. 
Mr. King is the present owner of the following two weapons 
and related equipment which were exhibits in the Warren 
Commission hearings: 

RIFLE : Caliber 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Italian 

military rifle. Model 91/38, serial number 
C2766, with attached 4-power telescopic sight stamped 
"Ordnance Optics Inc.," "Hollywood California," to- 
gether with two-piece sling strap and cartridge clip 
marked "SMI" "952," as more fully described on pages 
553 through 555 of Appendix X, Report of the Presi- 
dent's Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy, and identified as Exhibit #139 of that Com- 
mission. 

REVOLVER : Caliber .38 Special Smith & Wesson Victory 

Model revolver, serial number V510210, as 
more fully described on pages 558 and 559 of Appendix 
X, Report of the President's Commission on the Assas- 
sination of President Kennedy, and identified as 
Exhibit #143 of that Commission, 
holster for said revolver. 


If 
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KILGORE & KILGORE: ‘ 

Mr . Wayne C . Grover 
February 2, 1965 

page 2 


Mr. King desires to obtain delivery of bis above- *. 

described property, and be bas seen press reports indicating «|}|j 

that your office has possession of such property. Mr. King 

acquired ownership by purchase from Mrs. Marina H. Oswald, wp 

community survivor of Lee Harvey Oswald. He is, of course, 
willing to furnish all necessary documentation of bis owner— fe 

ship, including instructions from Mrs. Oswald. ; I 

In connection with his acquisition of this property, 

Mr. King agreed not to cause or permit public exhibition or 
display of the same during the lifetime of Marina U. Oswald*, 
and he further agreed to use his best efforts to prevent such 
exhibition or display by others. Accordingly, he requests 
assurance from you that this property will not be publicly 
displayed pending delivery to him. 

Mr. King is a gun collector and not in any way a public 
figure, and he would appreciate this matter being handled 
without publicity. 

Would you kindly let us know when and where Mr. King may 
receive delivery of this property and inform us as to any re- 
quirements you may have with respect to his proof of ownership? . 

Very truly yours , 




William C. Garrett 


WCG/rm 


The Honorable Nicholas de B. Katzeribach 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Mr. John J. King 
The Cortez Oil Company 
1700 Broadway 
Denver , Co lor ado 
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UNITED STATES GOVI 'MENT 

Memorandum 

to : Carl W. Belcher 


from : Joseph J. Celia 

subject: Disposition of Weapons Included' 
Among Warren Commission Exhibits 


-Apartment of justice 


date: 

JJC :pem 
129-H 

“1C 




Attached is the letter of February 2, 1965 > 
from Kilgore & Kilgore of Dallas, Texas, to the 
Archivist of the United States in which this law t 

firm makes demand for the surrender of the possession 
of the rifle and revolver to their client one Mr. 

John J. King, who apparently has acquired ownership 
of the weapons through purchase from Mrs. Oswald. 

In the early stages of this matter I dis- 
cussed disposition of these weapons with Mr. George 
Adams of Alcohol and Tobacco Tax particularly with 
reference to the proposition that they are forfeit - 
able to the United States under the Federal Firearms 
Act, 15 U.S.C. 905(b). Mr. Adams at that time, I 
believe, had secured the approval of Mr. Ritter to 
proceed along these lines. The theory would be this; 
Section 905(b) provides that any firearm Involved in ‘ 
any violation of the provisions of the Federal Fire- 
arm Act or any rules or regulations promulgated there- 
under is subject to seizure and forfeiture. 

Under 26 C.F.R. 117-51* each licensed dealer 
in firearms must maintain a complete and adequate 
account of his records reflecting the disposition of 
firearms disposed of in the course of his business. 
Entries in such records must be made at the time of 
each transaction and these records must be retained 
on his premises for a period of not less than ten 
years. The records must Include the disposition made 
of each firearm including the name and address of 
each person to whom sold and the date of disposition. 
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Since the pistol and rifle were purchased by Oswald 
In the assumed name of A. J. Hidell, Oswald caused 
* the fictitious entree or entrees to be made on the 
records of the dealer. Therefore, the pistol and 
rifle were involved in a violation of the regulations 
and are subject to seizure and forfeiture. The 
procedure would include the following: 

(1) The Internal Revenue would have to take 
at least constructive possession of the weapons. 

(2) The weapons must be returned to Dallas, 
the district in which they were seized (the Bureau 
could maintain actual physical possession at all times). 

(3) The Internal Revenue would institute 
administrative forfeiture proceedings under the Federal 
Firearms Act giving notice by advertisement that such 
proceedings had commenced and any claimant could within 
30 days file a claim. 

(4) Any claimant could come in within 30 days 
and file a claim and cost bond whereupon the matter 
would go over to the United States District Court. 

(5) If the matter is transferred to the United 
States District Court a liable would be filed by the 
United States Attorney. 

(6) The only issue involved before the District 
Court would be that of f orfeitabillty . 

(7) The District Court would not have the 
power to remit the forfeiture. Only the Attorney General 
of the United States would be authorized to do so. 

I discussed this matter with Mr. John McCarron 
of Alcohol and Tobacco Tax on this date (Mr. Adams has 
reassumed his prior duties) and Mr. McCarron advised me 
that he will take the matter up again with Mr. Ritter. 
They will wait to hear what our further wishes are. Mr. 
McCarron presumes that a conference will be necessary. 

He further stated that this would be a case of first 
impression but feels reasonably certain that we would 
prevail particularly if the matter is presented to Judge 
HoGun-i ttairfisi of the United States District Court in Dallas. 

Mr. McCarron also stressed the necessity for prompt 
action. 
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UNITED states government 


Memorandum 






DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


to :Carl W. Belcher 


date: January 21, 1965 


from : Joseph J. Celia 


129-11 


subject: Disposition of Personal Property 
now held by Presidents Commission 



I have read Mr. Weinreb's memorandum of December 11, 1 96k 
and must confess that into my life more than a little rain has 
fallen. 


What the memorandum says on the first two pages can be 
accepted as gospel truth. The principles there expounded have 
been recognized since earliest times. See, e.g. Lewis, Law of 
Eminent Domain , 2nd ed., Vol. I (1909); Mills, Eminent Domain, 
2nd ed., ldbb. And, of course, real estate is not the only 
property subject to condemnation under the power of eminent 
domain, l/ But I can find no instance where items of personal 
property, unconnected with land condemnation or having to do 2 / 
with the exercise of the war power, etc. have been condemned. 

I suppose, and there is broad language in the de clsions to 
that effect, that the sovereign has a right to take anything 
provided just compensation is paid and provided the taking is 
for a public use. And I suppose further that if the Government 
can condemn land for historic-site purposes it does not make 
too much sense to say it cannot do the same with respect to 
personal items of historic value. 


vA 


X 
U/ ' 


■l / >> 


If public use and purpose are one and the same thing, 
there should not be any problem about condemnation here. The 
public use would be to preserve these significant items of 
personal property so that the history of a dark day in the life 
of this country would be preserved. 


1/ United States v. New' River Collieries Co., 262 17. S. 3bl (Navy 
requisitioned coal under a war time Act); United States v. Buffalo 
Pitts Co. , 23U U.S. 228 (traction engine used on a reclamation 
project); West River Bridge Co. v. Dix , 17 N.S. 507 (bridges taken 
as part or a public road;; Dillon v." United States, 230 P. Supp. 

U87 (lawyer's services); Smith, Inc , v. United States, lh5 F. Supp. 
216 (Ct. cl.) (trucks); Daily v. United States, 90 F. Supp. 659 
(Ct. Cl.) (Crops of squash on lanii in mnatriifition t nf a~i -r -poi-t.) _ 
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On the other hand, no public use would be made of these 
articles in the sense that the term "use" is employed in all other 
instances. I imagine the articles would be placed in the Archives 
of the United States. If so kept, the public would hardly be 
entitled to the "use" of the same either by display or otherwise. 

But what is most troublesome is whether it is worth it 
to ask Congress to enact a law in this respect. 3/ Congress may 
or may not pass such an Act. k/ But the whole issue and every 
item of personality involved will be fully paraded before the 
public. 


Mr. Vfeinreb states that he is not delighted with the 
idea of Tippit's button and Marino's bracelet finding a permanent 
place in the Statutes at Large as well as the Archives. Assuming 
Congress would authorize the condemnation of these articles with- 
out specifically naming them — and there wouldn't seem to be too 
much difficulty about that — the Government would still have to 
condemn the same with the result that the reported decisions 
would forever carry a case entitled, "United States v. One Button 
and One Bracelet, etc." with the full facts set out in the plead- 
ings, at least. 


2/ It was once thought the state had an original and absolute 
ownership of the whole property possessed by the individual members 
of it, antedating their possession of it, and that their possession 
and enjoyment being later derived from a grant by its sovereign, 
it is held subject to a tacit agreement that it may be resumed, 
and all individual rights to it extinguished by an exertion of the 
sovereign power. This thought, now discarded, would not apply at 
all to personal property which, in most cases, is entirely the 
creation of its individual owners. 

3/ Under the Historic Sites Act (l6 USC U6l et. seq. ) the 
Secretary of the Interior is authorized to acquire by gift, pur- 
chase, "or otherwise" any property, personal or real, etc. This 
Act, of course, does not authorize condemnation of personal property 
although it has been held that the authority to acquire real estate 
conferred by the enactment of a statute after the Act of August 1, 
1888 (UO USC 257), the general condemnation statute, carries with 
it power to condemn. Bamidge v. United States, 101 F.2d 295, 297 
(C.A. 8, 1939). 



What we are really concerned about are some nineteen (19) 
items listed at page 8 of Mr. Weinreb's memorandum. I still think 
the Commission, the Government and all concerned would be better 
advised to turn these items over to Archives for the purpose of 
preserving the same as a part of the investigative record which 
can be and, indeed has been, brought into question from various 
sources. It is not beyond the realm of possibility that after- 
discovered evidence might spell out a conspiracy which, of course, 
would not terminate so long as the conspirators are taking any 
action to conceal the conspiracy. Rules of evidence change as 
men change, procedures change and no one living today can say 
with any assurance that our whole system of criminal jurisprudence 
won’t change. 

I think, too, that we are better off following this pro- 
cedure for the reason that should the owner of any item of the 
personal property involved desire to contest our action, the 
burden would be on him or her and the controversy would involve 
one or two items instead of numerous ones if we should condemn 
them. Frankly, I can't conceive that the Bank Depository, for 
example, would bring an action to recover these cardboard boxes 
and even if it did we are no worse off th^n before. We would 
have a valid defense, we could ask a court to impound the articles 
and, as a last resort, we could seek legislation. 

With the guns administratively forfeited, as heretofore 
suggested, there isn't too much left for anyone to expend much 
effort on. 5/ 

In short, I believe it would be a waste of time and effort 
to have legislation enacted. 

A suggested response to Mr. Rankin is attached. 


U/ Most articles of this nature are acquired by the Government 
through gifts, bequests, etc. The Government lost a quiet little 
suit to a portion of the Lewis and Clark papers. First Trust Co . 
v. Minnesota Historical Society , II4.6 F. Supp. 652 (D. Minn., 1956), 
aff'd 251 F.2d 6fcS6 (C.A. b, 1959 ) • The Government there claimed 
ownership of the papers, however. 

5/ Mr. Weinreb suggests the Internal Revenue be contacted regard- 
ing the forfeiture of the guns. This was done on many occasions. 
In fact, the suggested procedure originated with A & TT. 
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WASHINGTON 


January 19, 1965 


Howard Willens: 

As per our conversation, 
attached is a copy of our 
reply to Mayor Robert Johnson 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 












Mayor of Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids , Iowa 

Dear Mayor Johnson: 

Thank you for writing me concerning the records of the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy which have now been 
deposited with the National Archives of the United States. 

The Commission's Report of its findings and conclusions and the 
26 additional volumes containing the testimony, depositions, affidavits, 
copies of investigative reports and of the documentary and photographic 
exhibits on which the findings were based, contain the relevant facts 
concerning the assassination of President Kennedy. No pertinent facts 
have been withheld and none are now cloaked with secrecy. Since no 
transcript was made of "off the record" testimony, publication of this 
evidence is, of course, impossible. 

The Commission records in the National Archives will be administered 
under the same laws, executive orders and regulations that apply to other 
Government archives. Restrictions on use of any unpublished records of 
the Commission are not necessarily imposed because of considerations of 
national security. A3 in the case of all such investigations, numerous 
innocent persons having no connection with the subject of the investiga- 
tion are involved in the reports. It would be quite improper to release 
information of this nature that would needlessly embarrass or 'damage 
innocent third parties. For this reason, as well as the fact that the 
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techniques and sources of investigatory agencies must be protected, reports 
of investigation and similar materials are withheld from use, except with 
the permission of the originating agency, for a period of 75 years. 

The application of this policy to the records of the Commission 
appears to me to be required by the public Interest. 
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From Copenhagen 


. ( t rave led- in the United States t ogether. while he was on a lecture 


t our. 


' Ekstrabladet , the sensational tabloid which originally 
sponsored' Lane in .Denmark, gave even heavier coverage to the 
wedding and dramatized the Fact that the bridegroom's auto- 

and that the first 


snowst or: 


Ekstrabladet fur- 


mobile slid into a ditch during a 

passing motorist jumped out with a shovel to help. "This 
would Sever happen in the United States," said hark Lane 

during his speech at,, the wedding bar.nuet. 

ther indicates that the Lanes will depart on a 

where the lawyer will talk about the Kennedy as- 

various universities. First, however, acccrdin 

, he 'is completing his book which will be 

in the United States, England, Germany and, reportedly, 

France, .Italy and Denmark. 


to Africa, 
s a s s i n at i o n at' 
to Ekstrabladet , 


honeymoon tour 


n q q_ 

Iso in 


Lane lectured at a Copenhagen restaurant on the evening 


January 6 and received a double-page spread in Ekst r ab 1 ade t . 


(This paper also recently carried three full-page articles in 
Danish translation by Hugh Trevor-Foper. ) The Ekst rab lade t 
report on Lane's January 6th lecture is headlined! " W 


ir r: 


Report stands on Feet of Clay -.Photographs of President Ken- 
nedy's Wounds hidden by FBI— even froa the Warren Commission." 
The article further states that Jprgen Jacobsen, a lawyer and 
chairman of the Danish Mark Lane Committee, will bring a rifle 
similar to the assassination weapon to Denmark and will con- 
struct a tower and shooting range for a reconstruction of the 
President's murder. Mark Lane,. during his talk, reiterated 
his familiar accusations about the Warren Report, the Dallas 
police, and American news media. He accused the latter of 
maintaining ■ total silence about the Warren Report. He said 
that he had discussed the assassination before 4000 people in 
Z*e/w York without receiving a line in any. newspaper. According 
to Ekstrabladet of Thursday, January 7» Mark Lane said that in 
Lie w York's airport, when, he last arrived from Europe, it was 
made clear that his name had been put into the. black book of 
the passport controllers under the provisions of Directive G ? , 
which requires the, passport control to instantly inform the 
FBI whenever Mark Lane enters or leaves the USA. "The novel, 
of the future in *1984* seems already to have become a reality 
in USA," the article concluded.. 


Comments and Conclusions: 


Ekstrabladet has a circulation of about 80,000 daily and 
is well-known for its "yellow journalism". ' The independent 
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on , which carried the Buchanan rep 
ana's initial appearance here, ais 


ort arm 
o nrin-t 


iveragi 


on ---am uane s xnaaiau appearance nere, a^so pri.ntea on 
January 7 a relatively restrained, news report' on his appear- 
ance on January 6. Info mat ion notes that he spcke for four 
hours. Inf or mat ion and other Danish papers have, carried very 
little- in recant reeks about the assassination, and US IS dis- 
tribution of the Warren Report nay have contributed to' this. 

The only coverage of the Trevor-Roper articles to a 
Denmark, outside East rabladet was a straight , factua 
summary of the articles- picked up by Conservative . J 
Fasten 1 s London correspondent and given straight h 
an inside page. 

Although past experience with Ekst r ablaaet sug 
no direct rebuttal or protest would be productive, 

USIS is grateful for the information contained in the reference. 
USIA circular air gram and for the materials supplied by USIS 
London. Every effort will be made to discreetly employ these 
materials in countering and preventing any significant resur- 
gence of credibility in. the theories and speculations put 
forth by Mark Lane and his small band of adherents. 

For- the- Ambassador: 


fy i-y,.*? / 


/ / ... 


. "Ji If or d J. Kramer 
Public Affairs Officer 


/n. ' ' 

Ln c 1 c s u r e s c A/:Ty., /* 

M4yA-v 

Tearsbeets and clippings from Danish 
press regarding Mark Lane’s activities 
(in duplicate). Also tearsneets on- 
Hugh Trevor-Roper articles in Ekst r a - 
B-laaet . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 

12 January 1965 

Addrew Reply to the 
Division Indicated 
and Refer to ImtUk end Number 





OF fyp 

fifKCEfVED \ 

jan 1 3 :o:o ★ ! 


The Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Office of the Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Acting Attorney General: 


Thank you for your letter referring to my 
work on the staff of the President's Commission 
on the Assassination of President Kennedy. I 
am sure you appreciate how much such a letter adds 
to my satisfaction with the work that I did for 
the Commission. 


Sincerely , 


Lloyd L. Weinreb 




Lloyd L. Weinreb 

Room 2257 . 

Department of J us |q|® 0 
Washington, D.C. 2055 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 



National Archives and Records Service 

Washington , D.C. 20408 

January k, 19&? 


IN REPLY REFER TO: 

EJM:C\TB:kg 


Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Attention: Mr. Carl W. Belcher 

Chief, General Crimes Section 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

This is in reply to your letter of December 28, 1 96 k. 

It is my understanding that Mr. Herman Kahn, of this agency has 
discussed with Mr. Carl Belcher the questions raised in your letter . 
There are enclosed electrostatic copies of the documents from our 
files that Mr. Belcher has requested. 

The list entitled, "Items of Evidence, etc. " was prepared by Dr. 
Alfred Goldberg, formerly of the staff of the Warren Commission. 




Sincerely yours. 




Wayne^C. 

Archivist 


'/WpL 

Grover 

of the United States 
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Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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NOV 12 1964 
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Honorable J. Lee Bnnkln - 

General Counsel v ' V 

President’s Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy 
200 Maryland Avenue, 3.E. 

Washington# D.C. 20002 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

This uill acknowledge your letter of October 30, 1964-, concerning 
the pending transfer to the Rational Archives of the records of the 
President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy. 


I have been informed that in accordance with the suggestion con- 
tained in your letter you have already been visited by Mr. Herman 
Kahn of this agency, who will cooperate with you in the transfer of 
the Commission's records to the Rational Archives and in the per- 
formance by the Rational Archives of the duties that will arise a a 
the result of this transfer. 


I am sure you know that we are anxious to help the Commission in 
any way that we can in the liquidation of its work. 


Sincerely yours, 
BERNARD Xi. BOUTIN 
Administrator 
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President's Commission 
on THE 

Assassination of President Kennedy 


200 Maryland Ave. N.E. | 

Washington, D.C 20002 r . 

Telephone 54J-1400 

, t - rS . ‘ ' > ; 

' > ; OCT 30 1964 - 


Honorable Bernard L. Boutin 
AdmLni stra tor, General Services 
Administration 
Washington, D. C. 20405 


EARL WARREN. 

ChalnM* 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL 
JOHN SHERMAN COOPER . 
HALE BOGGS 
OIKALD R. FORD 
JOHN J. Me CLOY 
ALLEN W. DULLES 


J. LEE RANKIN. 

/ Oaiwrsl Csmuii 


I0! A/ 

J?or For 

Efijcticn □ into. 

Proparo l-iopiy 
for sig/rJluro c£ 

I 



Furnish Copy of 
Reply to 


| Copy also sent to | 


E 


L_i 


Dear Mr. Boutin: AcknoTrledte within 43 bourn 

X , or Haply By / /— / 

As you know, the Commission to report upon the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy has reported Its findings and conclusions 
to President Johnson. The Commission's report vas released to the 
public on September 27, 19^4j release of the twenty-six volumes of 
hearings in November is now planned. I Intend to close the Commission's 
Washington offices about November 15. 


I am concerned about the manner of handling inquiries from 
the Congress, the press, and the public regarding the report and hear- 
. ings after the Commission's offices are closed. I will of course be 
available on the telephone to answer questions after my return to New 
York. However, it would seem very desirable to designate an informed 
person here in Washington to handle the inquiries and coordinate 
responses thereto. 


Since I understand that the Commission's records will be trans- 
ferred to the National Archives, it occurred to me that an Archives 
staff member might serve as the focal point for handling such inquiries. 
If you agree, it would be desirable to have this individual spend some 
time with me and Commission staff during the next few weeks so that he 
might obtain necessary background information on the report and hear- 
ings. I would be glad to discuss this matter further with you or the 
members of you r staff. 



J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

''T WASHINGTON 






Dear Mr. Rankin: 

. I have today received the report of the Commission 
v h .; on the Assassination of President Kennedy, thus 
bringing to completion the careful study which was 
initiated on November 29, 1963, - 

•V . 

L 

While the work of the Commission has now been 
- completed, there remains the task of winding up its 
affairs, preserving essential records, and bringing 
administrative matters to an orderly conclusion. 



I appreciate very much your willingness to continue 
for a short period to work with the Administrator of 
General Services to accomplish this task, and by this 
letter I authorize whatever help and support may be 
necessary for this purpose. 

In my letter to Chief Justice Warren I have tried to 
express something of the debt which I think all 
Americans have to the Commission, and to all those 
who assisted in its work. Let me now send a word 
of personal thanks to you for your own great contribu- 
tion to the successful completion of this heavy task. 


The Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
President's Commission on the 

Assassination of President Kennedy 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 
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j T- ! ~- • Preoident 
* • . v •' ; 21m Vbita Bouse 

KiaJUAffton, D.C. 

i" Dear Hr, President! 

■- .i’ 1 ' • 'V . . 

' v Tour Coemlrtloa to Investigate t bo imMiiiitl on 

•'< of Prerldent Kennedy on Horeober 22, 1963 , boring completed 
its MifpTirrt In eccordooco ritb Execution Order Ho. 1X130 
\ of Momdror 29, 1963, bororitb submits 1 to final report. 

.. .M-V.' Reepectfulljr, ■ 





report of 



